[Cerebrovascular ischemic accident and congenital protein C deficiency in children: apropos of a case].
The authors report the case of a 15-month-old boy with left hemiparesia related to a right sylvian ischemic incident, confirmed by CT scan and carotid angiography. Long-term evolution was favourable with anti-aggregant platelet treatment. A large constitutional protein C deficiency (40%) proved to be the etiology. Protein C is a powerful, physiological, vitamin K-dependent anti-coagulant which neutralizes activated factors V and VIII. Congenital protein C deficiency is responsible for recurrent spontaneous thrombosis affecting the young, mainly in the venous areas, since arterial incidents are less frequent. Protein C assays should be included in the systematic etiologic check-up for thrombotic incidents in children.